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AFL GRAND FINAL — TOURISM AND THE ARTS SECTORS 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Tourism) [12.16 pm]: Now that the dust from the 2021 
Toyota AFL Grand Final has settled, I am very pleased to inform the house about its value to the tourism, hospitality 
and culture and the arts sectors. The McGowan government recognises the importance of securing major events 
for Western Australia. They attract large numbers of visitors, can generate significant broadcast coverage, activate 
critical infrastructure, provide work for many small businesses—including, in this instance, for performers—and 
create a vibrant atmosphere. 
The AFL grand final provided a much-needed boost to Perth’s hotels. Statistics released by global data analytics 
provider STR show that across 73 Perth hotels, occupancies on Friday, 24 September and Saturday, 25 September 
were 78 per cent and 85 per cent respectively, which was an increase of 10 per cent on previous weekends. Hotel 
revenue across the two nights totalled $4.9 million versus $2.3 million on the same weekend last year. Revenue 
per available room was $287 on Saturday night versus a recent norm of around $160. This is the strongest result 
since April 2016. 
In addition to an exciting game, more than 60 000 fans at Optus Stadium and an estimated 7.5 million viewers 
around the country witnessed some of Western Australia’s best musicians, who took to centre stage for the historic 
grand final under lights. The largely Western Australian–based line-up reinforced the impressive artistic talent we 
have here in the state, including emerging and established performers. Renowned Western Australian musician 
Abbe May opened the entertainment and homegrown act Birds of Tokyo performed at half-time, sharing the 
stage with the West Australian Symphony Orchestra. A WA supergroup featuring Stella Donnelly, John Butler, 
The Waifs’ Vikki Thorn and Donna Simpson, as well as renowned Noongar musician Gina Williams, accompanied 
by Guy Ghouse, performed Aussie anthems as part of the pre-match show. Fan favourites Eskimo Joe also featured, 
in addition to proud Yolngu man, rapper and 2019 Young Australian of the Year, Danzal Baker, OAM, who is 
known as Baker Boy. The welcome to country was conducted by one of Australia’s most esteemed Aboriginal 
performers, Noongar man Dr Richard Walley. Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts graduate and soprano 
Amy Manford, who has most recently appeared in Phantom of the Opera in London and Sydney, sang the national 
anthem. About 100 Western Australian dancers, musicians and instrumentalists added to the on-stage entertainment 
from the grounds of Optus Stadium in a true Western Australian spectacular. 
It was a very proud moment for our state and I was particularly proud as Minister for Tourism; Culture and the Arts. 
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